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We congratulate for the peace that has returned to Sri Lanka once again

after 25 years of unrest.

EDITOR’s NOTE: Results from the discussion “Sharing information at a meeting”

Since we sent out the last HOT NEWS one month ago, we are delighted to have got back 10
responses, which all have agreed with our opinion — only one of them voicing out some reservations. We
have reproduced all responses in the box that follows, showing the names of all respondents and their e-
mail addresses, so that members may continue discussing about this issue furthermore. For the sake of
an easy follow-up, we have put the previous script in another box, by using smaller letters to save space.

It is interesting to note that all 10 respondents have given their opinions frankly; all ideas are thus
considered of great value. Then our wish to get the said information shared between authors and other
participants may yield a practice that becomes standard soon.

Among these ideas, the one by Eric Roose (No. 8) shows the nature of an average academic that
while being active in the service one may not want to share one’s Powerpoints, as it is considered one’s
property that has been diligently devised by oneself. But only after the active years of service (Eric has
recently retired), one may feel differently, that such materials should be shared among participants so
that the technologies could spread faster, saving many hours that scientists have to try to do things that
have been found earlier by some others.

The idea of Bruce Carey (No. 9) reflects what | have had for years — that participants have so little
time (and chance) to view the presentations that proceed quickly from one to another, with time
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allowance of only 15-20 minutes each. In the case of holding concurrent sessions, the situation is worse:
a participant may stay in only one room at one time and thus has no chance to see/know/understand what
are being presented in other rooms. Having Powerpoints available ‘to take home’ is an excellent way
that persons may benefit from participating in a meeting.

Arthur Conacher (No. 10), a senior academic with long experience in organizing meetings, reveals
both positive and negative sides of ‘sharing information’. We therefore need to respect the participants
who want to publish their works in peer-reviewed scientific journals. That’s why | put it last month that,
certain slides (or the whole works) of some authors can be removed before submitting to the organizers
to make a CD or to put in a flash drive and distribute. However, | have reservations about the statement
that duplicating Powerpoint files to distribute among a group of people who attend a meeting will be
‘legally considered a publication” and will cause problem when publishing in a journal. Whatever it
really is, my opinion is that we should not be too protective of such materials, as that may become
an obstacle to the dissemination of knowledge other people should have, considering that we all live
in only one world and what we are doing now is to help solve problems that we are facing or mitigate
the destructive forces that are threatening our land and water resources. After all, each participant knows
what one has and which slides one wants to preserve for future publication(s) and can thus remove them
and let the rest become available to other people — or as the last resort, in case one is not sure what one
wants to preserve for future use, one may decline to give it altogether and no one will complain about it.
There is certainly no coercion about this matter at any one meeting. | am sure that at each meeting the
number of authors who don’t want to give their works will NOT be too many, leaving a good number of
works available eventually. What has been mentioned in No. 10 is clear: in the process of collecting
Powerpoints to make available to participants, the presenters must be made aware that they should retain
the works (certain slides or the whole works) that they want to preserve for their future use.

The last point | would like to make is, the organizers in fact play a very big role in disseminating
technologies, with the Powerpoints distribution included. If the organizers have good intention in
making their events successful, with useful outcomes, they will find that making Powerpoints available
to their participants is NOT difficult at all. They may simply collect the files from the laptop(s) being
used at the meeting and make them available by either way, but they must inform all presenters about it
and let some of them remove slides or the whole works that they want to preserve, as mentioned before.
The reason why such thing has not been widely done is because of the inaction of organizers; some of
them do not care about the outcomes from their events; they organize only for every purpose but quality
and usefulness. | have noted from many meetings that | attended that in each of them a lot of
presentations are of the nature that has reached the extension stage already and the authors are more than
willing to have their works collected and distributed this way, but organizers simply do not do it, or are
more concerned about a small number of authors who don’t want to part with their works — then often
letting participants go home empty-handed, as | said last month. | think if we are not serious about this
point we will lose a chance to learn more about the development of technologies the world has achieved,
and thus lose a chance to do more research by topping up those that are readily available. It will be
worthwhile to add this matter to the Guidelines for Successful Meetings (http://waswc.soil.gd.cn/consti-
decentra.html), that the organizers should try to make the Powerpoints available, especially those that
intend to join the LANDCON series of meetings. And we encourage all of us to ask the organizers for
Powerpoints wherever we go to attend meetings.

Very last point: As a very rough estimation, for attending a meeting, one may attain about 10-20% of
the (technical) usefulness when nothing but a small abstract book is given. The usefulness may rise to
20-30% or even 40% when proceedings is available in either paper or CD form (depending on if one
reads it after returning home). However, such usefulness will rise to as much as 50% or more if/when the
powerpoints and the proceedings in either form are provided.

Opinions voiced by members towards the discussion “Sharing information at a meeting”

1. I agree fully with your sentiments regarding sharing information at meetings.
Amir Kassam kassamamir@aol.com (lItaly)

2. Your concern about sharing of information is very important and should be taken seriously by all concerned.
Joshua Okello joshuaokellobelle@yahoo.com (Kenya)
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3. Thank you for your suggestion, | will try to ask organisers to gather the materials (to make available to
participants).
Syaiful Anwar sanwar@cbn.net.id (Indonesia)

4. | think your point on sharing information is a good one. Sharing enhances progress in knowledge application.
ALFRED QUAMPAH gquampah101@hotmail.com (China)

5. I think it's positive to Sharing information at a meeting.
Md. Mansur Alam Parvez parvez66@gmail.com (?)

6. 1 am 1000% behind you on this issue of info sharing at meetings. One idea: funding agencies / institutes could
make it a condition of funding a participant that s/he make the presentation freely available. Otherwise, no travel
funds!

D.G. Rossiter rossiter@itc.nl (The Netherlands)

7. | agree and strongly support your proposition on sharing information at a meeting that PPTs should be made
available. This is a characteristic of the Network that we should initiate and maintain for the benefit of all.
Suraphol Chandrapatya s.chandrapatya@yahoo.com (Thailand)

8. Thanks for the April Hot News and your comments about the Powerpoint content of each participant.
Personally, | had long thought that the Powerpoint was my own property | did not want to give it available to
participants who rarely honor the original author(s).

But now, once retired, | am ready to do it and we have made that for our proceedings of Hanoi meeting on a CD
that was given to all participants, along with their text papers. | will take your proposal to do at the Haiti LANDCON
0910 meeting in October 2009.

Eric ROOSE eric.roose@ird.fr (France)

9. You make a good point regarding the sharing of Powerpoints. It is a significant issue. If you listen to someone
giving a presentation with a Powerpoint, you may have time to take a few notes, but how can you absorb
everything they are trying to pass on if you don't get the Powerpoints? Naturally though we have a few
reservations about passing on all of our carefully selected images etc for others to use.

If people are reticent about sharing their Powerpoints an option is to pass on PDF versions — one problem though
is that you lose any animations.

Bruce Carey Bruce.Carey@derm.qgld.gov.au (Australia)

10. As one of the culprits | thank you for your email and attachment. With an important proviso, | support your
proposal that organisers of meetings collect presentations on to a CD or equivalent, for distribution to those
interested. However, presenters must be given the choice. For good reasons, most reputable journals (including
the one | edit) require people submitting papers for publication to provide an assurance that the paper has not
been published or submitted for publication elsewhere. Presentations distributed on a CD are legally considered
to be a publication. Publishers are not interested in publishing second-hand research. Many journals are
experiencing the problem of receiving manuscripts only slightly different from already-published papers: one of the
unfortunate consequences of the pressures in today's academia.

For younger scientists especially, their careers depend on publication in peer-reviewed journals. They should not
be pressured into distributing their work in non-recognised, non-peer reviewed outlets. This may be unfortunate,
for all the reasons you give, but | think we have to recognise the reality.

Having said that, | think it is quite possible to distribute a Powerpoint presentation that is significantly different
from the version published in a peer-reviewed journal: but researchers need to be made aware of the problem.
Arthur Conacher Arthur.Conacher@uwa.edu.au (Australia)

April HOT NEWS Editor’'s Comment: Sharing information at a meeting

Last year we were able to make the Guidelines for Successful Meetings and we now have a dozen meetings that have been lined up in
our series of LANDCON that will take place within the next three years — with two meetings already organized in February and March,
respectively. The guidelines (http://waswc.soil.gd.cn/consti-decentra.html) can be amended at anytime when the need arises.

What has perturbed me during last few years is that, the organizers of certain meetings do not care much about the benefits the
participants should have, though they are not entirely to blame. There has been a visible trend that many meeting goers these days go abroad just for
the sake of sightseeing, largely by spending the taxpayers’ money, and the organizers just manage to comply with their desire.

Since several years ago, many organizers furnish the attendees with only an abstracts book, without any full papers — and participants
only view the presentations (in most cases in the form of powerpoint — ppt) for some 15 minutes per paper, and sometimes there is a proceedings
sent to participants in the form of CD or printed book but often there is nothing at all. That is more or less a norm.

However, in the last couple of years some organizers have done nicely; e.g. Dr Christian Feller of IRD, France (Christian.Feller@ird.fr)
had organized a direct seeding (aka no-till) symposium in Madagascar in December 2007 and sent ppt presentations, photos and other stuff ina CD
to all participants within a couple of months, to be followed with a well-edited report sent to all participants in both digital and printed form. The
same thing was done when Dr Florent Tivet of Cirad, France (florent.tivet@cirad.fr) had organized a similar meeting in October 2008, now at
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Phonsavanh in Laos. He and his diligent team members had worked very hard and were able to put one 1GB flash drive that contains all
presentations, photos and relevant stuff into the hand of each delegate when they parted — while the well-edited proceedings would be made
available later. The works from both events have been incorporated in the SWAT DVD available from WASWC. Both of them deserve a big
applause.

The availability of such things has delighted us a lot, since they will enable us to learn about the papers presented at the meeting slowly
afterward and we may follow or adapt the methodologies for further works, as well as to use some materials for teaching or to take some slides to
construct one’s own work.

I consider that the availability of ppt presentations is our luck in the matter of technology transfer as we are in the digital age, so that
meeting attendants can get something practical from attending one event to work further. This was not the case when we used transparencies over a
decade ago. Therefore we should take this matter seriously and don’t let such opportunity pass by when at this moment we are facing many threats
and research and implementation in the field of managing and caring for natural resources have to be done urgently.

There was one meeting event that | have been quite disappointed. At that event last year, when the organizers were interested only in
selecting a number of papers to publish in a peer-reviewed journal, | offered to put all ppt presentations together, along with photos and related
stuff, and would send to everyone at no cost. There was an initial disinterest from certain developed country participants, with the reason that some
of the slides in the ppt file had not yet been published. The discussion-cum-negotiation dragged on about whether to produce the CD or not — even
with a choice to remove certain slides or the whole works of some authors who did not wish to participate. It ended up that all participants had to go
home empty-handed, to a great disappointment of many developing country delegates. In fact, the organizers should realize that, when a person
goes to a meeting, one always wants to have something to bring home to further their works and hence their progress. Such fact is more correct with
developing country academics than developed country ones who have far better research facilities.

Therefore, | strongly suggest that all works in the form of ppt files presented at a meeting and other stuff must be collected to give to
participants, with exception that the authors may choose to remove certain slides or even to remove one’s whole work. But NOT that all works of
a meeting become unavailable to participants altogether. In any one meeting, there are only few presenters who DO NOT WANT TO SHARE
their works with others; let it be! But majority of them would be willing to share, especially those who present the works in technology transfer;
only that the organizers do not put enough efforts and will give in only after one or two authors object to it. Imagining that if such materials could
be shared widely as suggested, this will give much opportunity to humans to achieve in many things that will empower them to cope with many
threats the world is facing right now.

This is our open letter requesting meeting organizers to make available the ppt files and other stuff that are shown at your events, so that
they can be used for furthering the knowledge and help shorten the time to do research and implementation dealing with managing and caring of
natural resources. After all, sharing information among participants is the exact purpose of a meeting! We urge all authors to be generous in giving
- since what you will achieve from that — both tangible and intangible — will be much, much more than what you will part with. Please remember
that all of us live in only one world. And we encourage all participants to request the organizers for the materials mentioned in this remark,
preferably repeatedly for a good result.

IMPORTANT NOTICE: For Guest members you are welcome to join as paying members with a fee for 5 years only
US$20 for developing countries and US$40 for developed countries. Alternatively, you may choose to pay for just one time,
US$80 and US$160, for Life membership for respectively developing and developed countries. See details how to apply and
to send money to us in the last page of this HOT NEWS. Please note that from 2009 onward you are able to send money to us
through the Western Union worldwide money transfer service (with over 30,000 desks worldwide) at a relatively low fee.
All are welcome aboard. Your support will help sustain our association that has been working to preserve and rehabilitate the
natural resources worldwide.

JOBS - POSITIONS

A Vacancy — Regional Project Coordinator (full time) Click here for the complete post description.

Project: Transboundary Agro-Ecosystem Management Programme for the Kagera River Basin (Burundi,
Rwanda, Uganda and United Republic of Tanzania) GEF/FAO

Employer: Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAQ)

Duty Station: Kigali, Rwanda with regular supervisory visits in Rwanda and the other three countries

Areas: Land resources/Agro-ecosystem management

Education: University degree in land /natural resources management and/or agriculture or related discipline
Experience: At least 15 years working experience in land/agricultural/environmental management.

Employment package: Range of benefits (health insurance etc.) in addition to regional level salary.

Procedure: Qualifying candidates are invited to forward to the address below (with reference xxxx) before 30
June 2009: One-page motivational letter explaining why he/she qualifies for this position; - Curriculum Vitae
based on FAO format hot link PH Form - Scanned copies of relevant diplomas and certificates; - Full contact
details of three referees. Please quote the source of the advertisement. Only candidates shortlisted for interview
will receive written notice of selection process.

Contact address for candidates: NRL-Documentation-Centre@fao.org

Background:

The project is under the TerrAfrica Programme on Sustainable Land Management (SLM) in Sub-Saharan Africa.
At a regional level, it requires strong collaboration among the four beneficiary countries, with buy-in by concerned
ministries through inter-disciplinary and transboundary mechanisms, and collaboration with country Strategic
Investment Programmes (SIP) for SLM and with other TerrAfrica projects for exchange of information and lessons
learned in order to enhance uptake and scaling up of SLM practices.

The project is expected to contribute to a range of environmental and socio-economic benefits including enhanced
productivity, carbon sequestration and reduced burning, maintenance of the hydrological regime and reduced
vulnerability to climate change and land degradation. This will be achieved through integrated land resources and
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ecosystem management (SLaM) and community and cross-border action planning, as well as strengthened
regulatory mechanisms and harmonised policies and incentive mechanisms to overcome barriers to SLM.

A better understanding of the causes and drivers of land degradation and impacts on livelihoods and ecosystem
services through the use of land degradation/best practices assessment and monitoring tools (LADA, WOCAT,
etc) and integrated ecosystem and sustainable livelihood approaches, will guide project planning, budgeting and
implementation among stakeholders. This will ensure that locally-adapted SLM practices are adopted widely at
farm, community and catchment levels across the river basin.

Tasks: The RPC will provide required technical and administrative support to guide the project activities and
outputs andto ensure effective management of GEF and co-funding resources through close communication with
FAO, the National Project Managers and designated national focal points.

Qualifications and Experience

— Bachelor and Masters or PhD in land resources management, agriculture, soil science, geography, or related
field

- Extensive experience in the management / implementation of complex projects at national/ regional levels, with
experience of GEF and/or FAO projects and the development of project information systems, communication
approaches and institutional approaches for scaling up desirable.

- Solid land management experience in the region with good conceptual knowledge on SLM, ecology and
economics of farming systems with practical working knowledge and/or research experience on smallholder
farming systems and landscape /watershed management.

- Fluency in spoken and written English and French essential, with some knowledge of local languages desirable
- The RPC will preferably originate from the Nile basin countries or wider region and have working experience in
the region and be willing to travel extensively in the region.

ANNEX 6.B TERMS OF REFERENCE OF PROJECT STAFF

1. REGIONAL PROJECT COORDINATOR — DETAILED TERMS OF REFERENCE

INTRODUCTION

Under the overall responsibility and direct supervision of FAO Lead Technical Unit, the regional project coordinator
will provide overall leadership, management and technical guidance to ensure the achievement of project
objectives and delivery of project outputs across the four countries in close consultation with the national project
units, stakeholders and partners. The RPC will head the Regional Project Coordinating Unit (RCU) and provide
required technical and administrative support to guide the project activities and outputs and ensure effective
management of GEF and co-funding resources through close communication with FAO, the National Project
Managers and designated national focal points for the project. The RPC will report to and be guided by the
Regional Project Steering Committee (RPSC) and Regional Technical Advisory Committee (RTAC) to ensure the
project achieves its goals and ensure cost effectiveness and sustainability.

SCOPE OF WORK
The primary duties of the Regional project manager will include:

e Provide technical guidance to the NPMs and their partners, identifying and addressing key issues,
harmonizing technical objectives and approaches, formulating guidelines for the participatory identification,
demonstration, testing/adaptation and replication of sustainable land and agro-ecosystem management
practices in and across the basin;

e Prepare and monitor the annual Work Plans and budget of the overall project, based on proposed annual
national work plans and budgets and adhere to approval processes (this will include liaising with NPMs for
timely preparation and implementation of TORS, procurement, monitoring, participation and training plans):

o |dentify potential candidates for the Regional TAC, in consultation with NPMs, PSCs and FAQO, and mobilise
RTAC members to provide support and review draft contracts/TORs and products (studies; reports, training,
etc.)

e Provide overall technical and management guidance to the National project managers (NPMs) and National
Technical Units in the execution of the project in the participating countries to ensure quality and timeliness
of project work;

¢ Recruit and supervise experts/contract institutions as required to undertake tasks of a regional transboundary
nature in accordance with annual workplan;

o Ensure effective liaison and maintain good communication with regional partners and other stakeholders
including NGOs and Nile and Lake Victoria basin organisations, including mobilizing co-financing with
partners and donors;
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Prepare contracts with selected partners (MOUs; LOAS), for approval by RPSC and FAO, and supervise
work, including contracting of a GIS/RS centre for technical support across the basin for natural resources and
land use monitoring, including support to one selected pilot district/country.

Maintain records, with support of the administrative assistant, on technical and financial aspects of project
operation, including monitoring of project activities and their outcomes; as well as minutes, decisions and
recommendations of meetings and workshops for support and guidance of PSC members and FAO

Organise RPSC meetings, regional workshops and other inter-country activities with guidance of RPSC (to be
rotated among the countries as appropriate) including workshops for sharing experiences in thematic areas and
exchange visits among stakeholders and project sites, in accordance with the annual work plan;

Provide suggestions on harmonising strategies, policies and regulatory measures with a view to

mainstreaming sustainable land and agro-ecosystems management and agricultural biodiversity conservation
and developing synergies among regional and national sectoral plans and policies;

Disseminate relevant documentation and experiences to the NTUs and partners building from experiences in
other programmes and river basins in the region;

Prepare timely and quality project progress and implementation reports for submission to FAO (in accordance
with reporting procedures;

Synthesize successful results and prepare and disseminate reports and guidance on best practices and
approaches and incentive mechanisms for their wider replication and use.

DURATION, LOCATION AND NATURE OF APPOINTMENT

The appointment will be for 4.5 years in the Regional Coordinating Unit in Kigali, Rwanda, subject to probationary
period and performance and extendable as necessary to reflect ultimate completion date of the project. The regional
project manager will work from the RCU and travel as required in the basin and in the wider region, as required, with
a briefing and debriefing mission to FAO headquarters.

QUALIFICATIONS

The regional project manager will preferably originate from the Nile basin countries, will be recruited
competitively following announcements in regional and international press, and will have the following
qualifications:

At least 15 years working experience in agricultural and environmental management or related fields with
recognised technical expertise

A Bachelor and a Master’s level degree or PhD in natural resources management, agriculture, geography or
related field

Extensive experience in the management of complex projects at national or regional levels

Strong management skills including ability to provide strategic guidance, technical oversight, mentor staff,
build strong teams, develop workplans, and manage budgets and project expenditures

Good multi-cultural and interpersonal skills will experience in networking with partners at all levels (ministry,
donors, private sector, NGOs and local community based organizations)

Experience working with or in international and donor organizations with implementation of participatory
projects

Proven written, analytical, presentation and reporting skills and demonstrated computing skills

Fluency in spoken and written English, preferably bilingual, but at least working knowledge (spoken and
written) of French

Experience working in, and preferably originating from, the Nile basin countries or a similar region in Africa

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS

A Professional Vacancy Announcement No: TCEO-408-09-PRJ

Deadline For Application: 5 June 2009

Position Title Project Coordinator (Conservation Agriculture)

Duty Station Johannesburg, South Africa

Grade Level P-4

Duration Twelve months (with possibility of extension subject continuity of funds)
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CCOG Code: 1.5.01

Emergency Operations and Rehabilitation Division (TCE)

Organizational Unit Technical Cooperation Department (TC)

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

FAO, together with national governments, non-governamental organizations (NGOs), International organizations and
others have piloted on sustainable farming technologies such as Conservation Agriculture (CA), in various farming sectors
and agro-ecological regions. A project to scale up CA in four countries of the region which face similar underlying food
production problems is being proposed. The project outcome will be increased and sustained food production by 23 700
vulnerable farmers from Lesotho, Mozambique, Swaziland and Zimbabwe. The resultant impact will be improved national
and regional efforts towards sustainable agricultural production, food security and natural resource management.

e Under the general supervision of the Chief, Emergency Operations Service (TCEO), and the direct supervision of
the Senior Southern Africa Regional Emergency Coordinator and Regional Land and Water Management
Specialist (based at the Subregional Office in Harare), with the technical support of the FAO headquarters
technical services concerned and in close cooperation with the relevant Ministries and other international
organizations, the incumbent will:

e coordinate the implementation of the project “Up Scaling Conservation Agriculture for Improved Food Security
Using the CAADP Framework (UP-CA)” in Lesotho, Mozambique, Swaziland and Zimbabwe, including the
selection and procurement of CA tools and implements, seed, fertilizers and other inputs and ensure that these
inputs and implements are utilized properly;

e provide technical support and advice on the main principles and practices of CA to policy-makers, agricultural
input suppliers, traders, extension workers, research workers, farmers and others, emphasizing the technologies
with possibility of being adopted immediately;

e participate and assist practical training, farm planning and management on CA in collaboration with international
and national counterparts;

e prepare, select and distribute appropriate extension materials, booklets, leaflets and other media to help
understanding and adoption of CA;

e assist on application of farm management techniques to the analysis of cost & benefit derived from the adoption
or adaptation of CA practices and direct the Monitoring and Evaluation of the project;

e lead the organization of CA field days, including the data collection activities and support the on-the-job training
of farmers, extension workers, school children and other vulnerable groups;

e assist with the organization of farmers”™ communities/groups and in the learning-by-doing process of CA;

e assist in the identification of local communities and government counterparts to organize and set up
demonstration fields using lead farmer and Farmer Field School learning strategies;

e supervise the field operation and Monitoring and Evaluation activities as required in collaboration with national
consultants and implementing partners;

e specify quantities and determine technical specifications of agricultural inputs, including appropriate CA
implements and tools, to be provided per beneficiary family and recommend the varieties and quantities of seeds
to be procured, as well as the type, quantities and timing of other agricultural inputs required for the successful
implementation of CA;
contribute to the management of a CA database both within country and in the region;
prepare project statements/reports in collaboration with project staff;

e facilitate liaison with all emergency operations coordination unit partners and organize regular meetings with
donors, government, UN agencies and NGOs;

o perform other related duties as required

>**APPOINTMENT/PROMOTION TO THIS POST 1S TEMPORARY AS ITS DURATION IS FOR ONE YEAR, WITH
POSSIBILITY OF EXTENSION

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS
Candidates should meet the following:

Advanced university degree in agriculture, or related field
Seven years of relevant experience at the international level in the agricultural sector and emergency relief
situations with particular emphasis on conservation agriculture interventions

e Working knowledge of English.

SELECTION CRITERIA
Candidates will be assessed against the following:




e Extent of experience at the international level in emergency and rehabilitation agricultural operations with
particular emphasis on conservation agriculture interventions

e Demonstrated leadership, managerial, supervisory, inter-personal skills, and ability to motivate and work well

with people in a participatory manner

Demonstrated analytical and communication skills

Familiarity with the geographical region

Experience in working with national governments, NGOs and other UN agencies would be an asset

Knowledge of French and/or Portuguese language is an advantage

Please note that all candidates should possess computer/word processing skills and should be capable of working with people of different
national and cultural backgrounds.

* The length of appointment for internal FAO candidates will be established in accordance with applicable policies
pertaining to the extension of appointments.

TO APPLY: Carefully read and follow the Guidelines to applicants

Send your application to: V.A TCEO-408-09-PRJ

Ms A. Hinrichs, Emergency Operations Service (TCEQO)
FAO Via delle Terme di Caracalla 00100 Rome ITALY
Fax No: +39 06 570 054941

E-mail: VA-408-09-PRJ-TCEO@fao.org

A Rainforest Foundation UK is looking for a consultant to conduct the Final Evaluation for the project
"Cartographie Communautaire de Populations Forestiéres" in Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC).
Terms of Reference for the consultancy are here: TDR_Evaluation RFUK_DRC.doc (109KB)

For further information, please contact: giuliap@rainforestuk.com

Giulia Pedone, PhD
Programme Coordinator DRC
Rainforest Foundation UK www.rainforestfoundationuk.org/

Termes de référence de I’évaluation finale du projet de cartographie participative de la Rainforest Foundation
UK (RFUK) et Norvege (RFN) réalisé par le Réseau Ressources Naturelles et autres partenaires en République
Démocratique du Congo (RDC).

Objectifs de I’évaluation L’évaluation examinera les progrés accomplis par le projet pour la réalisation de ses
objectifs, en tirant des enseignements et en formulant des recommandations susceptibles d’informer la suite de la
mise en ceuvre du programme de la cartographie participative conduite par la Rainforest Foundation et ses
partenaires.

Profil de I’évaluateur

- Aptitude a I’analyse des projets avec cadre logique

- Aptitude a parler le francais et si possible les langues locales (swahili, lingala)

- Capacité de travailler sous pression et dans les conditions difficiles de terrain

- Maitrise des approches participatives de cartographie et de I’informatique

- Connaissance des notions du systéme d’information géographique participatif (PSIG) et de la cartographie
participative

- Bonne aptitude de dialogue et de communication

La période proposée pour le travail d’évaluation est donc 25 jours en RDC et 10 jours du travail avant et apreés la
visite en RDC, c'est-a-dire 35 jours en total.

En principe, il aura lieu en a mai/juin 2009, selon la disponibilité de I’évaluateur.

A Vacancies at king saudi univeristy, Saudi Arabia

A ICRISAT Director Gets a Third Term in Office

The Governing Board (GB) of the International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT) has
unanimously appointed William D. Dar for a third five-year tem as Director General from January 2010 to 2014.
The decision recognized the continuing excellent performance of ICRISAT during the last two five-year terms of
Dr. Dar which started in 2000.

In accepting the appointment, Dr. Dar said it gives him the opportunity to continue his work in leading the
ICRISAT team composed of innovative and highly-trained research scientists. "As the leading international
dryland agricultural research institute, ICRISAT has improved the productivity of nutritious dryland crops that help
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sustain the lives of the poor farmers. By helping the farmers to overcome current risks we enable them to climate-
proof their agricultural systems for the future,” Dr Dar noted.
For details of this news visit http://www.icrisat.org/Media/2009/media9.htm

Congratulations, Dr. Dar — Samran (In 2008, through the initiation of Dr. Dar, ICRISAT had funded the
production of the No-Till Farming Systems book, thus making the WASWC Special Publication No. 4 spread far
and wide in Asia and Africa.

Members in USA can buy NO-TILL FARMING SYSTEMS book online at
http://www.conservationinformation.org/index.asp?site=1&action=products&deptID=1&dept=All+Products
Members in all other countries may contact their country representatives or write to sombatpanit@yahoo.com.

SWAT book+DVD can be purchased by contacting representatives in some countries (see the last page of this
HOT NEWS) or may order directly from sombatpanit@yahoo.com

Newsletter issue 25(1) for January-March 2009 is now posted on our website
http://waswc.soil.gd.cn. Translated version in various languages will be soon available.

AWARDS/ PRIZES/ FUNDS

A Rachel Carson Sense of Wonder Contest 2009

What's the Contest About?
The EPA, Generations United, the Dance Exchange, and the Rachel Carson
Council, Inc., announce a poetry, essay, photo and dance contest "that best
expresses the Sense of Wonder that you feel for the sea, the night sky,
forests, birds, wildlife, and all that is beautiful to your eyes." We want you to
share this love of nature with a child and others around you. When we teach
our eyes and ears and senses to focus on the wonders of nature, we open
ourselves to the wonders around us.
In 2009 many people, communities and organizations across the United
States will be celebrating the Year of
Science, consider submitting an entry
expressing how science has contributed to

your sense of wonder and appreciation of the natural environment.

Contestants will work across generations to share through one of these distinct

mediums their own interactions with and reflections on the wonders of nature.

Dance video entries are not limited to the moving body. You can use live performers and/ or capture movement

and change visible in nature: birds landing, trees shaking in a storm, a river flowing...

Experienced and first time dancers and video makers are encouraged to participate.

Rachel Carson Sense of Wonder Contest 2009. Entries are due June 10, 2009
http://www.epa.gov/aging/resources/thesenseofwonder/index.htm

A Win $20,000 to Put Your Green Idea Into Action
SunChips and National Geographic have joined forces to create the Green Effect, an initiative to inspire
individuals to spark a green movement in their communities.
YOU could be the one to make a difference in your community—for the planet! Submit a description of your Green
Effect idea by June 8, 2009. Ten finalists will be announced July 7, 2009. Online viewers and a distinguished
panel of judges will review these inspiring ideas.
We'll award $20,000 each to five people or groups that have the best ideas for green change. The five winners will
also be profiled in National Geographic, and the winners will travel to Washington, D.C., to share their projects
with environmental leaders. Contact www.nationalgeographic.com

A $250 Grants for Growing Greener Stories

Here's your chance to share your story of how the Growing Greener Watershed Restoration Program has made a
real difference in improving your watershed. $250.00 will be awarded each month to the best article/ video
between now and December 15. The submission should describe the project, water quality improvements,
education programs, and how Growing Greener helped you achieve your goals. These grants have been provided
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by an anonymous benefactor to celebrate the 10th Anniversary of the Growing Greener Program. For more
information, visit http://www.growinggreener.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=60&Itemid=65

A Call for project proposals: Climate change, Deadline: 15 July 2009

A TWAS-ARO Young Arab Scientists prize 2009, Organisation: Bibliotheca Alexandrina
Closing Date: 1 June 2009

A FAO Director and Bill Gates Meet to Discuss Agricultural Development Plans

Jacques Diouf, Director-General of the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), and Bill

Gates, co-chair of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, met in Rome earlier this week to discuss the role of
agricultural development in reducing world hunger and poverty. FAO acknowledges the role that agriculture will
play in providing food for an additional three billion people who will be living on our planet by 2050. Gates and
Diouf also discussed the longer-term challenges to agriculture, including the impact of the global economic crisis
on poor countries.

The Gates Foundation, the world's largest private foundation, has launched a program in agricultural development
in 2006 in order to help small farmers overcome hunger and poverty. The Foundation has granted FAO some
USD 5.6 million to push agricultural development in 17 countries in Sub-Saharan Africa. FAO collaborates with
several institutions as part of the implementation of grants to the Africa-based Alliance for a Green Revolution in
Africa (AGRA) in its work with small farmers and with the Cornell University for the development of rust-resistant
wheat varieties. For more information, visit www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/19516/icode/

A Bioversity International's Vavilov-Frankel Fellowship Award

Two young scientists, Danilo Eduardo Moreta Mejia and Esmaeil Ebrahimie are the new recipients of Bioversity
International's Vavilov-Frankel Fellowship Award for their research on the useful genes found in rice and the wild
varieties of soybeans.

Mejia, from Universidad del Valle in Colombia, submitted a proposal in which he highlights the mechanism of
biological nitrification inhibition in rice.There are some rice species that are able to inhibit nitrification, and if other
rice species could have this feature, then it could help in decreasing the use of nitrogen fertilizers and lessen its
effect on the environment. On the other hand, Ebrahimie, who hails from Shiraz University in Iran, will search for
genes in wild varieties of soybeans in Australia in an attempt to make the soybean varieties in Iran resistant to
drought, salinity, and heat.

Established in 1989, the Fellowship Fund aims to encourage the conservation and use of plant genetic resources
by enabling outstanding young scientists to carry out research outside their own countries for a period of between
three months and one year. For more information, interested applicants can visit
http://www.bioversityinternational.org/about us/fellowships/vavilov_frankel fellowship.html#c285.

A Belgium to Provide USD 6 million to African Farmers
FAOQ's press release is available at http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/11727/icode/

A A A Grants and Awards:

From F. X. Browne Sustainable Environments Newsletter, May 2009 issue
Grants:

Fund for Wild Nature

Small Business Energy Efficiency Grant Program

PennVEST Infrastructure Loans/Grants

Foundation For Pennsylvania Watersheds Grants

EJ Small Grants Program

Department of Conservation and Natural Resources Electronic Grants System
Small Business Low-Interest Rate Loans

Keystone Historic Preservation Grant Program

Conservation Easement Assistance Program

Chesapeake Bay Watershed Initiative

Awards:

Call for Abstracts - Watershed Science and Technical Conference

Call for Stormwater BMP Projects

Call for Nominations - 2009 Northeast Annual Environmental Partnership Awards and 2009 Thomas P. Shelburne
Environmental Leadership Award

Rachel Carson Sense of Wonder Contest 2009
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COURSES/ TRAINING/ LECTURES

A September 28-October 9, 2009

X ESCUELA LATINOAMERICANA DE FiSICA DE SUELOS. ELAFIS 2009
Universidade Federal de Lavras

Departamento de Ciéncia do Solo

Setor de Fisica do Solo

28 Septiembre — 09 Octubre 2009

Prof. Deyanira Lobo L.

Universidad Central de Venezuela, Facultad de Agronomia, Instituto de Edafologia
Apdo. 4579. Maracay, Venezuela

Tel. 58 + 243 5507389 / 5507390; Fax. 58 + 243 5507051; lobod@agr.ucv.ve

A Secretary Vilsack at SWCS Annual Conference

SWCS is pleased to announce that Secretary Vilsack has agreed to deliver the H. Wayne Pritchard
Lecture for the 64th Annual SWCS International Conference. The lecture will be during the opening
plenary session on July 13, 2009. Early registration rates for the conference end on June 2, 2009.
Conference highlights include a screening of Dirt! The Movie (and a Q&A session with one of the
directors); 24 symposia, more than 150 oral and poster sessions, eight tours, and a variety of additional
networking opportunities. We would also appreciate your assistance in letting others know about the
conference. The preliminary program and much more is online at www.swcs.org/09ac and
http://quest.cvent.com/i.aspx?1Q,P1,C1CFA52A-5FBF-462D-AAA8-E7TAE7970A790

FELLOWSHIP-SCHOLARSHIP

A Postgraduate Training Fellowships for Women Scientists from Sub-Saharan Africa and Least
Developed Countries Deadline: 31 July, Organization: Third world organization for women in
science

A PhD Studentships — The Horizon Doctoral Training Centre for the Digital Society @ University of
Nottingham

Broaden your horizon: the Nottingham Doctoral Training Centre in Location-Aware Ubiquitous Computing for the
Digital Economy

Location-aware Ubiquitous Computing, which takes advantage of knowing the geographical position of the
millions of fixed and mobile computing and communications devices embedded into the world around us - is the
most exciting and significant technology to emerge since the Internet. It promises to transform the ways in which
we work, shop, travel, learn, socialise and play. Would you like to be at the heart of this revolution, exploring new
uses of ubiquitous computing, creating new location-aware technologies, or studying their impact on people's
lives?

This new Doctoral Training Centre at the University of Nottingham is recruiting on to a unique and major new PhD
programme in Location-aware Ubiquitous Computing. Supported by EPSRC and over 30 industry partners, we
are training a community of over 50 PhD students to become the next generation of research leaders in this field.

Students will benefit from:

* a fully-funded four-year PhD programme that integrates a leading-edge research project with research training
in interdisciplinary skills

* a personalised pathway through this programme giving a balance of skills across key technology areas, future
applications and human and societal issues

* training in innovation and ingenuity to equip students for careers in industry, from global companies to start-
ups

* athree-month salaried internship at one of our partners which include the BBC, BT, EADS Astrium, HP, IBM,
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Logica, Microsoft, Network Rail, Nokia, Ordnance Survey, PARC, Scott Wilson and Thales (full list below)

* regular seminars and meetings with industry representatives to develop contacts with future employers

* an enhanced stipend of £15,000 per annum as well as a personal laptop

* supervision from international leaders in the field of Location-aware Ubiquitous Computing and associated
disciplines

* use of multi-million pound state-of-the-art facilities including positioning and sensing test-beds and transport
simulators

* career guidance support tailored to individual needs

* office and laboratory space on Nottingham's award-winning Jubilee Campus

Students from a wide variety of backgrounds including computer science, the geospatial sciences, engineering,
psychology, sociology, business, social science and the arts are all invited to apply, but you must have an
excellent first degree and be able to demonstrate an enthusiasm for interdisciplinary research. The full EPSRC
funding is restricted to UK/home students but there is also one international studentship available.

Our current industry partners are: Active Ingredient, Aerial, BBC, Blast Theory, BT, EADS Astrium,
EUROCONTROL, Fhios, Guidance Monitoring, HP, HW Communications, IBM, innovITS, Leica Geosystems,
Location and Timing KTN, Logica, Microsoft, Network Rail, Nokia, Nottingham Scientific, Ordnance Survey,
PARC, Scott Wilson, SERCO, Thales, Trinity House, TRL Technology.

Informal enquiries may be addressed to Professor Mike Jackson, Email: Mike.Jackson@nottingham.ac.uk or Dr
H Glover, tel: 0115 846 6780 Email: Hazel@cs.nott.ac.uk

For an application form, please email Samantha Stapleford, ssx@cs.nott.ac.uk , telephone 0115 951 4225 or
write to Samantha Stapleford, School of Computer Science, The University of Nottingham, Jubilee Campus,
Wollaton Road, Nottingham, NG8 1BB. Please quote ref.

The closing date for this round of applications is Monday 15 June 2009.

Dr Suchith Anand

Centre for Geospatial Science, Sir Clive Granger Building, University of Nottingham
Tel: (0)115 846 8408; http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/cgs/cgs_suchith_anand.html
http://www.opensourcegis.org.uk/; http://ica-opensource.scqg.ulaval.ca/

A The OPEC fund for international development scholarship awards, Deadline: June 30, 2009

EXHIBITIONS

A Don't forget about the Soils Museum ideas. Learn more from http://waswec.soil.gd.cn/soilsmuseums.html and try to do it
in your country/area. The usefulness of it is enormous, | assure you!

NEW INFORMATION SOURCES

BOOKS

A New publication on Desertification, Land Degradation and Drought (DLDD)- Soil Security

Securitizing the Ground, Grounding Security (UNCCD Issue paper No2) have been launched the 14 June
2009 at the side event, “Land Degradation and Public Security,” during the Seventeenth session of the
Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD, 17) in New York. The event was co-organized by the UNCCD
and the Ministry of the Environment and Rural and Marine Affairs of Spain.

Securitizing the ground — Grounding Security is a study that posits a paradigm of soil security in the context
of the present global crises and challenges.

Authors: Hans Giinter Brauch - Ursula Oswald Spring; Scientific Reviewers: Gregoire de Kalbermatten, Jose L.
Rubio, Elisabeth Huber-Sannwald, Tulio Arredondo Moreno, Marcos Montoiro, Sergio Zelaya

The study can be downloadable from http://www.unccd.int
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The present severe economic and financial crisis has resulted in the collapse of banks, insurance and industrial companies, shrinking world trade
that trigger protectionist trends leading to rising unemployment. Developing countries may again pay the highest burden due to lacking financial
resources for job creation, credits and food imports. This is affecting rural communities and the urban poor, who are unable to obtain the resources
for survival. Since 2007, the massive food price increases due to speculation and decline of food reserves have resulted in violent food riots in 2008
that caused at least 200 deaths. According to FAO another 40 million people have been pushed into hunger in 2008 and the number of
undernourished people in the world reached 963 million. More than 24,000 people die of hunger-related causes daily and the financial and
economic crisis could push even more people into hunger and poverty. Thus, food security has moved to the top of the international agenda.

As a result of population growth, demand for food will increase further, primarily in developing countries. In a business as usual scenario of climate
change the food supply will decline especially in drylands as crop yields are expected to fall, but also due to drops in exports from major grain
producing countries (USA, Canada, Australia). With the projected decline in fish stock due to overfishing and climate change impacts the demand
for food grown on scarce fertile land will increase. Additional pressures include changes in the diet by growing meat consumption and the
competition between the production of food and biomass for electricity generation and biofuels as substitutes for fossil energy sources.

This has already triggered famines and an increase in forced migration from drylands that experience a major population growth and decline in food
supply. Repeated famines and a decline in food security have resulted in violent clashes and/or civil wars (e.g. in Darfur that is both in the Sahel
Zone and in the Nile Basin). The realization of the food-related Millennium Development Goals is in jeopardy.

During the 20th century the process of desertification has progressed; the land and the quality of the soil have degraded. While GLASOD claimed
that 15% of the land surface was degraded, the GLADA reports referred to 24%. In the 21st century, anthropogenic and climatic factors will further
degrade the soil both due to poverty (overgrazing and overuse of the land), market-driven expansion of agricultural production and depletion of
aquifers in drylands. As a result of climate change the number and intensity of droughts will increase and thus the vicious circle of drought, forced
migration leading to political crises and conflicts may exacerbate threats for human, national and international security.

In the past century the world population tripled and water consumption increased six times. There is a high probability that climate change impacts,
growing water stress, biodiversity loss and increasing desertification, land degradation and drought (DLDD) may all contribute to future food
crises, unless extraordinary and innovative strategies, policies and measures are launched now for coping with these multiple security relevant
challenges that may negatively reinforce each other threatening the survival of billions of people, most particular in drylands.

On the background of these dramatic trends, soil security emerges as a constitutive paradigm of human, national and international security. It calls
for a political process of securitization of DLDD issues and the development of effective international strategies, national policies and local
measures based on a diagnosis of complex interactions between natural and societal causes. (Not yet finished)

Référentiel pédologique 2008 (in French), Association fran?aise pour I'?tude du sol — Denis
Baize & Michel-Claude Girard (Eds). Quae. 2008. 436 p. ISBN-13 978-2-7592-0185-3.
Price: 45 euros. The Référentiel pédologique is a detailed typology of soils of France,
Europe, Africa and other continents. This third edition, which has been entirely reworked,
contains three new chapters covering soils in intertropical zones and their specific reference
horizons, and two new tools: a rapid access key to the different chapters and an annexe of the
possible correspondences between the references in the Référentiel pédologique and the
categories in the World Reference Base for Soil Resources. The Référentiel pédologique has
been tried and tested in the field for some fifteen years now, and has become indispensable. It
was designed to be accessible to non-specialists with some knowledge of the basic
vocabulary of soil science, and is indispensable to anyone wanting to take account of the diversity of soil types.
www.quae.com/livre/?GCOI1=27380100883830&fa=description (Source: IUSS Alert 49)

Response of Crops to Limited Water: Understanding and Modeling Water Stress Effects
on Plant Growth Processes, edited by L.R. Ahuja, V.R. Reddy, S.A. Saseendran, and Qiang
Yu. ASA, CSSA, SSSA, 2008. ISBN: 978-0-89118-167-5.
Agriculture research today requires a whole-system quantitative approach, and farmers need
simple management tools derived from robust models. Agricultural system modelers see a
snarl of competing water demands, depleted aquifers, drought, and changing plant water
requirements due to global warming and know where the answers lie: in achieving
conservation of rain and irrigation water, preservation of groundwater quality, and increased
water use efficiency in crop production. The first in the groundbreaking Advances in
Agricultural Systems Modeling series from ASA-CSSA-SSSA, Response of Crops to Limited
Water: Understanding and Modeling Water Stress Effects on Plant Growth Processes compiles the work of world
experts, systematically presenting recent knowledge of water stress effects and emphasizing the knowledge
synthesis that will move agriculture forward. (Source: IUSS Alert 49)

A Handbook of Soil Terminology, Correlation and Classification, edited By Pavel
Krasilnikov, Juan-Jose Ibanez Marti, Richard Arnold, Serghei Shoba. Hardback September
2009. 352 pages. ISBN 9781844076833. Soil classification and terminology are fundamental
issues for the clear understanding and communication of the subject. However, while there are
many national soil classification systems,

these do not directly correlate with each other. This leads to confusion and great difficulty in
undertaking comparative scientific research that draws on more than one system and in
making sense of international scientific papers using a system that is unfamiliar to the reader.
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This book aims to clarify this position by describing and comparing different systems and evaluating them in the
context of the World Reference Base (WRB) for Soil Resources. The latter was set up to resolve these problems
by creating an international "umbrella” system for soil correlation. All soil scientists should then classify soils
using the WRB as well as their national systems. The book is a definitive and essential reference work for all
students studying soils as part of life, earth or environmental sciences, as well as professional soil scientists.
(Source: IUSS Alert 49)

The Fertilizer Encyclopedia, by Vasant Gowariker, V.N. Krishnamurthy, Sudha Gowariker,
Manik Dhanorkar, Kalyani Paranjape, Norman Borlaug (Prologue by).
ISBN: 978-0-470-41034-9 Hardcover, 880 pages. February 2009. Fertilizers are key for meeting
the world’s demands for food, fiber, and fuel. Featuring nearly 4,500 terms of interest to all
scientists and researchers dealing with fertilizers, The Fertilizer Encyclopedia compiles a wealth
of information on the chemical composition of fertilizers, and includes information on everything
from manufacturing and applications to economical and environmental considerations. It covers
behavior in soil, chemical and physical characteristics, physiological role in plant growth and soil fertility, and
more. This is the definitive, up-to-date reference on fertilizers. (Source: IUSS Alert 49)

A NEW VOLUMES FROM WWW.EARTHSCAN.COM

REPORTS

A Some of you may have already caught wind of the uncertain future of the Global Positioning System.
Here is a copy of the GAO report: www.gao.gov/products/GAO-09-670T

A Bioversity International and Legambiente Present Crop Biodiversity Dossier

Bioversity International, along with Legambiente, Italy's environmental organization, presented a dossier on
"Biodiversity Risk in 2009" during the World Trade Fair in Rome on May 10, 2009. The dossier highlighted the
need to protect agriculture biodiversity in order to ensure the availability of food in the years to come. The diversity
in agriculture is a highly strategic resource to help farmers adapt to changing environmental conditions and at the
same time strengthen the sustainability of agricultural systems.

For more information, contact Preite Cecilia Martinez at: c.pmartinez@caqiar.org. To view the original article in
French, go to www.bioversityinternational.org/news_and_events/news/latest_news.html.

MANUAL-HANDBOOKS ETC.

A EPA Watershed Central and Watershed Central Wiki

Provides guidance, tools, case studies and information for successful watershed management.
http://www.epa.gov/watershedcentral/
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A FAO: How to Run an Agribusiness

The UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has made available a training manual on how to run an
agribusiness. FAO said that the manual will assist the organizers of farmer's cooperatives and associations in
developing countries to improve the economic security of their members. The manual cited several case studies,
such as a frozen broccoli and cauliflower business in Mexico, a ChiangMai vegetables processing in Thailand and
a honey bush tea cooperative of subsistence farmers in South Africa.

Download the manual at http://www.fao.org/docrep/011/i0499e/i0499e00.htm

A Toolbox - Mapping the vulnerability of communities The toolbox & manual is available for download at the
following website: http://projects.stefankienberger.at/vulmoz/?page id=54 (download at bottom end).

BULLETIN-NEWSLETTERS

A PACA Newsletter Issue 7
PACA Newsletter Issue 7.pdf (364KB)

JOURNAL

Journal of Food, Agriculture and Environment

Print ISSN: 1459-0255; Online ISSN: 1459-0263

Soil Museum

BSWM Soil Museum in Manila, The Philippines

From Rodelio Carating rodelcarating@yahoo.com

Hello Dr. Samran,

As promised, the photo of our very modest soil museum:

Left: This is how the BSWM Soil Museum looks like ow. The theme is "Soil Conservation at the Dawn of Civilization" and at
the centerpiece is terracing in the Hanging Gardens of Babylon. Right: This is the old diorama when the Soil Museum was
opened during the 50th Anniversary of BSWM in June 5, 2000. The theme was "The Future of Soil Science" and shown was
soil survey in Mars.
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Above: The inauguration of the BSWM Soil Museum in 2000 led by no other than then Agriculture Secretary Leonardo Q.
Montemayor (middle, to the left), his then Undersecretary Ernesto Ordonez (middle, to the right). Front row, from

left: BSWM Laboratory Services Chief, Dr. Lauro G. Hernandez, JICA First Secretary, Secretary Montemayor, Undersecretary
Ordonez, JICA Team Leader Dr. Michio Araragi, BSWM Director Rogelio N. Concepcion, Soil Museum In-charge Rodelio
Carating, and JICA Expert Dr. Toshiaki Ohkura. Other BSWM division chiefs, JICA experts, and guests were on the
background.

Note: Dr Carating met me at the recent LADA workshop in Bangkok and promised to send photos about the Soll
Museum that he was partly responsible for establishing at his bureau. After two weeks he sent photos to me and
promised that after updating the museum he will send more, and as a PPT file, so that we can post on the website
like all others. We hope other colleagues will send photos of their soil museums to us too. - Samran

MOVIE/VIDEO-PHOTOS

A Soil science enthusiasm on video
Declining number of soil science students is a concern in many universities. We can sit
down and grumble, or we can do something about it. One of the remedies is to show the
g